
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE | 13/11/14 
Highfields Happy Hens in Derby to become site for Derby based young people’s charity 

  
In the summer of 2015 Highfields Happy Hens in Etwall, near Derby, will become the first project site                  
for emerging charity The Ruach Trust. 
  
Established in November 2013, The Ruach Trust have been operating as an organisation for nearly a                
year, with two main objectives at their core: to restore the aspirations of some of the most vulnerable                  
and disengaged young people, and to see buildings and projects restored in a way that will provide                 
benefit to the communities in which they exist. 
  
The vision for The Ruach Trust was discovered when founder Jane Plackett came across an old                
school building falling into disrepair in the East Midlands. Sharing this story, she said: 
  
‘I’ve always loved old buildings, and when I discovered an old school outside Birmingham, I began to                 
wonder how it could be restored, and what it could be used for. It seemed desperately sad that a                   
building that was once so central to the community was in such a state of disrepair. I’ve also always                   
loved young people, and I was becoming increasingly aware of some alarming statistics about              
education in our country. It soon became clear to me that there is a way of restoring a generation of                    
young people,  and restoring areas of heritage value and locally valued sites and businesses.” 
  
Seeing the school building sold to a local commercial business only provided Jane with further               
motivation to enable old buildings to be used for social good, and so The Ruach Trust was formed. 
  
In the spring of this year, Jane and the team approached Highfields Happy Hens, having heard about                 
owner Roger’s desire to see the work of the farm continue. Roger explained: 
  
“We were introduced to Ruach by Derby City Mission. The Ruach Trust have a huge vision for                 
education, they have access to resources that we have not, and they can take Happy Hens to places                  
that Beryl and I could never have dreamed of. They also see the simple value of an egg – angry hands                     
become gentle hands, counting, reading writing, handling money and customers and most            
importantly finding pride in something achieved.” 
  
The Ruach Trust sees Highfields Farm as a unique opportunity to offer a response to the high number                  
of young people not in education, employment or training (NEET) in Derby. Official Department of               
Education figures show that Derby is estimated to have one of the highest numbers of NEET young                 



 
 

 

people in the country, ranking in the top 20 of England’s 152 local authorities , as well as having the                   1

fifth highest number of permanent school exclusions.  2

  
At Highfields, apprentices will be involved in the development of the site, equipping them both with a                 
wide range of skills, and an assurance that their work is making a difference to others. By also offering                   
young people the option to live on site, The Ruach Trust hopes to give apprentices the chance to                  
grow through experiencing community, trust and responsibility. 
  
Speaking about the responsibility of taking on a site as well established as Happy Hens, The Ruach                 
Trust’s Chair of Trustees said: 
  
‘By taking on Highfields Farm, we will be building on the rich foundations of thirty years of                 
productivity, learning and community. We will continue as both a working and open farm, which will                
provide a wide range of training opportunities. We hope to develop the facilities available at Highfields                
so that even more people can visit and enjoy everything the site has to offer.’ 
  
If you would like to find out more about The Ruach Trust, you are welcome to join the charity in                    
celebrating their first birthday at Derby Cathedral, on the 29th November, 7pm. Alternativey, you can               
visit their website: www.theruachtrust.co.uk or contact them at info@theruachtrust.co.uk  
 

 
 
For more information please contact Charlotte Gibb: charlotte@theruachtrust.co.uk | 07591435315 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Department for Education, ‘Local Authority NEET figures’, 2013. 
<https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/319796/2013_local_authority_neet_
figures.xlsx> 
2  Department for Education, ‘State-funded primary, state-funded secondary and special schools: Number of 
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